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Maxx vi. 12. 


Aud they went out, and preach'd 
that men ſhould repent. 
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« 
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HE deſign or view of the 
principles both of natural 
and reveal'd religion is to 
- bring us to the ſteddy and 
——_—z conſtant practice of ſin- 
cere piety and real virtue, Under theſe are 
comprehended a due regulation of the 
ropenſities we find in our make to plea- 
my of ſenſe, intereſt and honour; by 
the practice of ſobriety , remperance , 
purity, moderation, and humility ; a pro- 
per government of the paſſions, and 
particularly of fear, by a rational cou- 
rage, and a well- directed fortitude of 
mind; and of undue reſentment and 
anger, by meekneſs and long-ſuffering: 
a uniform and ſteddy care nor to in- 
"gs fringe 


E24 


Fringe any of the rights of others, of 
Which a liberty to judge for ones ſelf 
in matters of religion, which is unalien- 
able, is not of the leaſt importance: 
a ſincere and undiſſembled love of man- 
kind, attended with all the proper in- 
ſtances of goodneſs, whereby their miſe- 
ries may be leſſen d, and their true hap. 
pineſs promoted : finally, a ſupreme 
love of the one true and living God, 
to whom all conceivable perfęctions be- 
long, and whoſe goodneſs is diffus'd 
through all the works of his hands; a 
due fear and reverence of him ; a care- 
ful and conſtant imitation... of thoſe per- 
fections, which are capable of being tran- 
ſcribed by us into temper and life; a 
fervent and ſteddy addreſſing our pray- 
ers and praiſes to him; à conſtant re- 
gard to him, by taking him into our 
view, eſpecially when we form any im- 
portant deſigns, refering all events to his 
diſpoſal, ſubmiring in every thing to 
his will, exprefling ever an unſhaken 
dependance upon him, and whenever 
we deviate in the leaſt from any of his 
commands, returning without delay to 
our duty. 958 9 


i The ſteddy and perſevering practice 
of all theſe virtues is the great and ulti- 
| mate 


mate defign of the principles of truth, 


which reaſon, 1 duly cultiv ate d, without 


the aſſiſtance of revelation, is capable of 
diſcovering. And without ſuch a pra- 
Rice, a profeſſion of the cleareſt and moſt 
indiſputable _ truths of natural religion, 
namely , the exiſtence of God, the per- 


fections which are to be aſcribed to him, 


his providence, the difference of actions, 
and a future ſtate, will be of no ſignifi- 
cancy to our true happineſs. 


To the ſame end are revealed truths 
directed, as means, and motives; and 
without attaining that end are alike 
inſignificant. Hence it is that the patri- 
archs, to whom God expreſſed particular 


and diſtinguiſh'd favours, are deſcrib'd as 


walking with God, pleaſing him, and being 
righteous in their generation. And on that 


account their worſhip and facrifices were 


accepted, and for the failure thereof Cain 


and- his offering were rejected. 


When Gad ſet up a polity among the 
Jews to ſecure them from idolatry, and 


the vices which attended it, and for that 
. purpoſe wiſely injoin'd numerous rites; 


many of them paid ſuch deference to the 


ritual and ceremonial laws, as to diſre- 


gard the moral. To reclaim them God 
ſent 


ET F 


ſent at ſeveral times prophets, who de- 
clared to them in his name, that theit 
ſacrifices and oblations , their waſhings 
and purifications, their feaſts and ſolemn 
aſſemblies, their faſts and ſevereſt hu- 
miliations, were ſo far from being ac- 
ceptable in his fight, if not accompanied 
with the practice of univerſal righteouſ- 
neſs and charity; tha: on the contrary 
without thoſe yirtues, theſe very rites, 
tho' of his own inſtitution, were the 
greateſt abomination in his fight. * T5 
bat purpoſe is the multitude of your ſa- 
crifices unto me? faith the Lord: I am 
full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and 
| the fat of fed beafts; and I delight not 
zn the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or 
of be- goats. Waſh ye, make you clean, 
put away the evil of your _— from 
before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn 
10 do well, ſeek judgment, relieve the op- 
preſſed, judge the Fatherlif, plead for the 
widow. Then, tho your ſins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as nom; tho they 
be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. 
And again: + Wherewith ſhall I come 
before the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the 
- bigh God? Shall I come before him with 
burnt - offerings , with calves of a year 


II. I. 11, 16, 17,18, + Mic. VI. 6, 7, 8. 
FE TECH oo OT old ? 
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ir 
 UGF 7 
bd? Mill the: Lord be pleas d with thot- 
ſands of rums, or with ten thouſands of 
rivers of oil? Shall T give my fir l- Born 
for my tranſgreſion, tbe fruit of my body 
far the fin ef my ſoul? He hath ſhewed 
thee, O man, what is good : and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, 
aud to love "mercy, and to walk hunubly 
with thy God? | | 13 


When the kingdom of the Mefjah ap- 
proach'd, John, his forerunner, was ſent 
by God to preach and exhort his hearers 
to quit every courſe of vice, and ingage 
in the practice of every virtue, as the beſt 
preparatory to enter into that kingdom, 
in which eternal and immutable righ- 
teouſneſs ſhould be chiefly and ultimately 
recommended. | 29 


Jeſus, the Meſſiah, appears, and calls 
thoſe of his own nation to a change of 
heart and life; aſſures them, that their 
righteouſneſs muſt be ſincere and in- 
ward, exceeding that of the ſcribes and 
phariſees, or they ſhould in no caſe enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; opens to 
them in the cleareſt and moſt extenſive 
manner the duties of ſincere piety, and 
real virtue; and tells them, that whoſo- 
ever would hear and practice them, he 

B would 
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would * liken him 70 4 wiſe man, who built 
His bouſe upon a rock; and the rain de- 


ſcended, and the floods came, and the winds 


blew, and beat upon that houſe, and it 


* not, for it uus founded upon 4 roch. 
On the contrary, ſais he, Every one that 


heareth 1 k ayings of mine, and doth 
them not, ſhall be likened to a fooliſh man, 
which built bis houfe upon 5 ſand; and 
the rain deſcended, and the floods came, 


and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
| houſe, and it fell, and great was the fall 
of it, The ſame doctrine was taught 


by the apoſtles, who by him were equal- 


ly appointed to be the foundation, upon 
which the Chriſtian church was built, 


+ Jeſus Chr. i himſelf being the chief cor- 


ner lone. The grace of God, fais 
St. Paul, that bringeth ſalvation to all 
men, hath appear 'd, teaching us, that de- 
nying ' ungodlineſs , and worldly lufts, we 


ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly 


in this preſent: world, In this ſenſe the 
phraſe || /ound doctrine is us d, and the 


goſpel is calld + The doetrine, which is 
according to godlineſs. 


II. But the practice of ſincere piety 
and extenfive morality, becoming diffi- 


hs VII. 24.— 27. + Eph. II. 20. * Tit, II. 
I Tim. I. 16 Tit. I. 9. + 1 Tim. VI. 3. 


cult, 
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cult, through the indulgence of irregular 
appetites, and inordinate affections, ma- 
ny (too many, God knows) in every age 
have contriv'd more eaſy ways, and en- 
deavour'd to reconcile their criminal in- 
clinations and conduct with the expe- 
tation of the favour of God, and of re- 
ceiving rewards from him. Give 'me - 
leave to call theſe ſubſiztutes ; fince they 
are put in the room of religious virtue, 
or real reformation and amendment. 
Now ons in power obſerving ſuch. 
bad diſpoſitions in the populace, made 
the beſt uſe of them they could, to carry 
on their political views, and ambitious 
deſigns. In the moſt early times the 
characters of king and prieſt were united 
in one perſon, but afterwards thoſe of- 
fices were placed in different hands. And 
then princes thought it proper, when 
their views of ſtate made it neceſſary, 
to uſe the prieſts as tools to promote 
their deſigns; and the prieſts, by way 
of recompence for their ſervices, gain'd 
unjuſt and exorbirant powers ; while the 
people, who ſhar'd in the corruption, 

Jooked on with no ſmall ſatisfaction, 
Thus the pure religion of nature be- 
came depraved. * Varro therefore, a 


* Vid. Aug. De Cioit. Dei, J. vi. 6. 5. 7 
2 learned 
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learned Roman, diſtinguiſhed the mythic 
and political from the natural religion 
taught by the philoſophers, who recom- 
mended virtue, and the imitation of 
deity, and on that account met with 
unkind and cruel treatment. Socrates 
for oppoſing eſtabliſhed  corruptions had 
a cup of poiſon put into his hand; which 
made Plato, his ſcholar, go into pruden- 
tials, and be upon the reſerve. 75 


The falſe prophets, who ſprung up 
under the Moſaic inſt itution, were led by 
the ſame corrupt principles. Thus we 
are told by the ſacred hiſtorian, that 
* The king of Iſrael gathered the pro- 
phets together, about four hundred men, 
and ſaid unth them: Shall I gg againſt 
Ramoth-gilead to battle, or ſhall J for- 
hear? lud they ſaid, conſulting rather 
the inclination of the king, than truth, 
Go up; for the Lord ſhall deliver it into 
the hand of the king. And Feboſaphat 
aid: Is there not here a prophet of the 
Lord beſides, that we might 1nqutre of him? 
And the king of Jjrael ſaid unto Fehoſa- 
ptat: There is yet one man (Micaiah the 
fo of Imlah) by whom we may inquire of 
the Lord; but I hate him, for he doth not 


Kings, XXII. 6, Ce. oy 
185 | | pro- 
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gripheſ good concerning me, but evil. He 


however ſent a meſſenger to him, who 
when he came to Micaiab, addreſs d him 
thus: Behold nom, the words of "the pro- 
pets declare good unto the king with one 
mouth; let thy word,” I pray thee, le like 
the word of- one of them, ond ſds ak” that 
hich is good, And Micatah d As 
the. Lord liveth, what the Lord faith unto 
me, that will I ſpeak: Which according- 
ly the prophet did. And what was the 
conſequence? Thus ſaith the king: Put 
this: fellow in the priſon, and feed him 
. with bread of affliction, and with water 
of afjnetion, until I come in peace again. 
And in like manner the prophet 1/azab : 
Nou go, write it before them in à table, 
that this is a rebellious people, lying chil- 
Aren, children that will not hear the law 
ef the Lord; which ſay to the ſeers, ſee 
not; ard to the prophets, propheſy not to 
s "right thi ngs; fpeak unto us ſmooth 
things, propheſy dectits. A ſtrong and 
lively deſcription of the fource of reli- 


gious corruptions] Again: + I have ſeen | 


alſo in the Numer of Feruſalem an horri- 
ble thing : they commit adultery , and 


wall 1 1 dens a Arengtben a 0 *be hands 


ae I. ZXX. 8 9, 10. + Jer. XXIII. * 1, 17, 
* V. 31. 


E 
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F evil-doers, that none doth return from 
his wickedneſs. Thus ſaith the Lord bf 
| boaſts: Hearken nat unto the words of t 
prophets, that propheſy unto you, they make 
you vain. They ſay ftill unto them, who 
deſpiſe me, the Lord hath ſaid ye ſhall 
bave peace; aud they ſay unto every one, 
that walketh after the imagination of his 
own ' heart, no evil ſhall come upon thee. 
By theſe paſſages, to which many others 
might be added of the ſame nature, we 
may ſee clearly, what gave riſe under the 
diſpenſation of the law to the corrupting 
the religion of God, and by what prin- 
ciples this was effected. Watt 


Our Saviour cautions the people, who 
attended his inſtructions, to * beware 
of falſe propbets; and ſuppoſing their ca- 
pacity of judging, lays down a rule to 
diftinguiſh them. They come in ſheep's 
clothing, the dreſs of the ancient pro- 
phets ; 6 inwardly t are ravenous 
wolves, led on by the luſts of power 
and intereſt they are deſirous of making 
a prey of you. Te ſhall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of tbiſtles? The ſame 
character of grievous wolves, Paul, the 


* Mat. VII. 15. | | 
apoſtle 


+ 


T3 © 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, * gives of the 
falſe apoſtles, : and judaizing teachers: to 
hom alſo Peter, the apoſtle of the 
eumciſion, 4 probably refers. 141275 


And ſince the repreſentation of what 
the ſeripture ſais of theſe corrupters of 
Chriſtianity, will afford us a clear and di- 
ſtinct view of the ſpring and motives of 
corrupting the religion of God, give me 
leave in a larger manner to attempt it. 
When the firſt profeſſors of the Chriſtian 
doctrine were expoſed for the ſake of it 
to many ſufferings, occaſion'd by the un- 
believing Jews, the falſe: apoſtles endea- 
vour'd, as an expedient to fave themſelves 
from perſecution, to mingle Judaiſm and 
Chriſtianity - together. As many, fais 
St. Paul, as make a fair ſhew in the.fleſh, 
they conſtrain you to be circumcis d, only leſt 
they ſhould fuffer perſecution for the croſs 
of Chrift. For neither they tbhemſelves, who 
are circumcis d, keep the lau; but deſire 
to have you circumcis d, that they may glory 
in your fleſh. That the expedient was 
effectual, appears from what he had ſaid 
before: + And I, brethren, if I yet preach 
circumciſion, then is the offence of the 
croſs ceaſed. To gain favour with the 
Ace XX. 29, 30. + 2 Pet. H. 1. } Gal. VE. 
12. 13. 1 Gal, V. 11. 

| unbe- 


* 2 
Cir- 


f x6 ] 
unbelievi ing Gentiles cheſe falſe and dedeit- 
ful — taught che Chriſtians, that 
it was lawful to eat things ſecrifig! d to 
idols even in their temples; -|*__ aue 4 

few things againſt thee [the chu reh of Per- 

gamas] becauſe: thou haſt- there them that 
Fold. the Ace of Balaam, who taught 
Balac to caſt a ſtumbling block before the 
children of 1jrael, to eat things Jacrificed 
to idols. From the ſame intention of in- 
gratiating themſelves with the enemies 
of Chriſtianicy, they introduc'd worſhip- 
ing of angels. + Let no man beguile you. 
of your reward in a voluntary huimility, 
and wor ſbi ping f angels; intruding into 
thoſe things, which he hath not ſeen, vainly 
puft up in his feel mind. || And from the 
ſame motive they denied the reſurrection ; 
and colour'd over this their error, by 
ſaying : That I the reſurrection was paſt 
already. And 10 ſtrengthen farther their 
intereſt, they took the part, which all 
corrupters of true religion have ever done, 
and taught licentious doctrines; which is 
a method extremely pleaſing to corrupt 
men, who diſlike ſincere piety, and exten- 
five virtue. Such men * 20 not indure 
ſound doctrine; but after their own luſts 
ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, hav- 


Rev. II. 24, 20. Þ+ Col. II. 18. | 1 Cor. XV. 
4 2 Tim. II. 18. 2 Tim. IV. 3. 2. Pet. II. 18. 


e e ing 
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ing itching ears, that want to be foorh'E, 
and they ball turn away their ears from 

| the truth, | To gtatifie theſe they taught, 
that fornication was awful. + Thou /uf- 
reſt the woman Fezabel, who calleth her- 
ſelf a propbeteſs, to teach, and ſeduce my ſer= 
vants to commit formeation. They crept 
into houſes,, and led captive filly women, la- 
den «with fins,and led away with diverſe lufts,” 
Of theſe St. Fade ſais, + That there were 
certain men crept in unawares, turning the 
grace of God into laſtivionſneſs, and denying 
the onlyLord God, and our Lord Fefus Chriſt.” 
Theſe corrupters of pure Chriſtianity were 
influenc'd by views of eaſe, intereſt, and - 
ambition: || teaching things, which they ought- 
mt, for filthy lucre's ſake: & whoſe belly was 
their God, and who minded earthly things. 
Of theſe the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, when he 
ſais: I For ye ſuffer, if a man bring you in- 
to bondage, if a man devour you, if a man | 
take of you, if a man exait himſelf, if a nan 
ſmite you on the face. They ſet up through 
pride and inſolence for apoſtles, tho they 
wanted the characters of ſuch. + And thou ' 
bat tried them, who ſay, they are apoſtles, 
and are not; and haſt found them liars, 
And when they wanted real piety, to co- 
ver their intereſted and ambitious defigns, 


Rev. II. 20. 1 2 Tim. III. 6. +v.4: | Tit. I. 11. 
* Phil, III. 19. f 2 Cor. II. 20. + Rey. Il 2. 
C 


they 


they put on ſpecious ſhews, and tranſ⸗ 


form'd themſelves into angels fligut. 


Prom this repreſentation of the. Jewiſh 
falſe apoſtles, one would imagine there 


ſhould not ariſe any other, who ſhould out- 


do them in cunning craftineſs, and artifices 
of deceit. And yet the apoſtle Paul by a 
propheticſpirit tells us, hat day (namely, of 
the coming of our Lord) ſnould be preced- 
ed by anapoſtacy from the pure and ſimple 
doctrine of Chriſtianity, which was to pro- 
ceed gradually, till united under one head, 


and || the man of fin ſhould be revealed, the 
ſon of perdition; who oppoſeth, and exalteth 


himſelf above all that 1s call'd God, or that 
is worſhiped, that is, above all magiſtrates, 
who are call'd Gods, and even the impe- 
rial dignity ; / that he as a God ſiteth in 
the temple of God, under the pretence of 
being the head of the church, which is 
the prerogative of Chriſt alone; laying 
claim to exorbitant temporal power, con- 
trary to the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, 
which is not of this world. 


III. Having trac'd through the hi- 


ſtory of ſcripture the ſources of corrupt- 


ing true religion, and ſhewn that flatter- 


+ 2 Cor. XI, 14. f 2 The. II. 3, 4, Ge. 
ing 


[19] 
ing the deprav'd taſt of wicked men, who 
would reconcile criminal inclinations and 
vitious behaviour with the hope of divine 
favour and future happineſs, from intereſt- 
ed and ambitious views, has given rife 
to ſuch corruptions: let us now ſee, 
whether the unſcriptural doctrines (by 
which are meant, either the opinions, 
which appear contrary to ſcripture 3 or 
which have no ſcripture to found them 
upon, and are additions to it) which the 
church of Rome entertains, are not cal- 
culated to the ſame corrupt views. | 


Is it not apparent, that the undue claim 
the pope makes to be univerſal head of 
the Chriſtian world, and ſucceſſor to an 
apoſtle, muſt ſpring from intereſted and 
aſpiring proſpects? How does it flatter the 
ambition of a prieſt to have the people 
believe, that contrary to ſenſe, reaſon, and 
ſcripture, after he has pronounc'd the 
words of conſecration, the bread and 
wine ſhould be changed into the real ho- 
dy and blood of Chriſt, together with his 
{ſoul and divinity? Is it not calculated to 
ſerve worldly deſigns, that the pope 
ſhould iffue our indulgences ? What other 
views than intereſt, and heaping up a 
prodigious maſs of wealth , could give 
riſe to the fictitious doctrine of purgato- 

C 2 ry? 
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ry? Is it not with the fame view, that 
voluntary oblations to ſhrines, as well ag 
thoſe which have been in;oin'd by. way of 
penance, have been incouraged ? Does it 
not flatter the yanity and pride of the 
prieſt , that in receiving the euchariſt 
there is a ſacred difference put between 


® 


bim and the laity, when the laity re- 


ceive but in one kind? What church has 
ſurniſh'd to corrupt men ſo many equi- 
valents of real piety and virtue, with 
deluſive aſſurances of pardon, as the 
church of Rome? May it not be jnſtly 
ſaid, that whatever claim they have 
to the character of a true church, they 
bave all the marks of a corrupt one? 
When repentance, which ſignifies change 
of mind and conduct, is re commended, the 
papiſts think proper to uſe the expreſſion 
of doing penance; that the votaries of their 
church may never looſe the view of the 
power of the prieſt in abſolving, and of 


an eaſter way of obtaining pardon by 


private faſtings, ſaying pater-noſters, and 
ave-maries, than by real and extenſive 


- virtue, 


Hut fince it is proper more particularly 
to conſider the popiſh doctrines of pe- 
nance and pilgrimages, by which I mean 
. | here, 


1211 
here, what are injoin'd by the prieſt: give 
me leave firſt to repreſent them to you; and 
then ſhew, that theſe are not built upon 
any firm or ſolid foundation, cho they are 
admirably. fired to promote the corrupt 
views of that church, St His i 


1. The papiſts define penance to be A 

* ſacrament, conſiſting in ſome outward 
« ſign or ceremony, by which grace is 
* given to the ſoul of the worthy receĩ- 
« yer, e * when * 
« ing u is diſciples he gave them 
10 che Holy A — retain 
« fins, that is, to reconcile the faithful 
te fallen into ſin aſter baptiſm. It differ- 
* eth ſrom baptiſm not only in the mat - 
« ter and form, but alſo becauſe the mi- 
« niſter of baptiſm is not a judge in 
that ordinance; whereas after, baptiſm 

« the finer preſents himſelf before the 
tribunal of the prieſt as guilty, to be 
ſet at liberty by his ſentence. It is 
however as neceſſary as baptiſm. The 
* form conſiſts in the words, 1 do abſolve 
* thee. Contrition, confeſſion, and ſatiſ- 
faction are parts of penance, and the 
effect of it is reconciliation with God, 
* Contrition is grief of mind for ſin com- 
| * mited, 
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* mired, with purpoſe to ſin no more 
and was ever neceſſary at all times; 
« bur in ſuch, as fin after baptiſm, it is 
« à preparation to remiſſion. of, ſins, be- 
«ing join'd with a purpoſe to do what- 
* ſoeyer elſe is requir'd for the lawful 


ec r Fo this ſacrament. By Fe. 
er- 


& nance the church hath ever under- 
« ſtood, that Chriſt hath inſtituted the 
*« 'intire confeſſion of fins, as neceſſar 

© by the law of God, to thoſe, who fall 
« after baptiſm. For having inſtituted 


* the prieſts, his vicars, for judges of all 


& mortal fins, it is certain that they can- 
r not exerciſe this judgment. without 
«© knowledge of the cauſe; nor obſerve 
equity in impoſing puniſhment, if the 
« fins be not particularly made known 
* unto them, and not in general only. 
But when this is done, the prieſt, who 
“ hath authority delegate or ordinary 
te Over the penitent, remits his fins by 
te 2 judicial act. And the greater prieſts 
tc reſerve to themſelves ſome faults more 
« grievous, as does the pope; and there 
js no doubt, but that every biſhop may 
* do it in his dioceſs: and this reſerva- 
te tion is of force before God. It has been 
& all ways obſerv'd in the church, that in 
** che hour of death any prieſt may ab- 

e ſolve 
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« ſolye any penitent from any fin, Satiſ- 
& factions impoſed by the prieſt” viz..of 
ſaying ſo many pater-naſters and auen. 
r1es, of lacerating their bodies by | ſevere 
ſcourgings, of going barefoot to the ſhrine 
of ſome ſaint, Sc. which are too well 
known, to require an exact deſcription, 
« are made neceſſary; ſince it is not con- 
« yenient, that the offender ſhould be too 
_ © eaſily received into grace; and it is pro- 
* per he ſhould be like to Chriſt, who ſuf- 
« fering puniſhments, did ſatisfy for us, 
« from whom our ſatisfactions alſo re- 
* ceive force, as offered by him to the 
e Father, and received by his interceſ- 
5 ſion T. Rc 55900 I 
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To this their doctrine, of ſatisfactions 
it may not be improper to add, that the 
confeſſors often change ſeverer penances 
into certain ſums of money, which they 
exact; and teach, that attrition alone, 
which, as they define it, is a grief for ſin 
ariſing eicher from ſhame, or from a fear 
of hell, will be ſufficient for obtaining 
pardon. * A late popiſh writer farther 
tells us, that ©& ſince under the law in 
« caſe of leproſy, to which ſin may fitly 
“ enough be compar'd, the leprous per- 
* Vid. Conc. Trid. Seſs. dec. quarts. 
See A profeſſion of Catholick faith, 1734. c 
| On 


r 
ſon was pronounced clean by the prieſt; 
it ĩs no way unreaſonable, that the Chri- 
* ſtian prieſt ſhould have a power to 
* abſolve.” To which he adds, that * this 
«doctrine is taught by our church“, and 
cites the following paſſage. Our Lord 
460 * Chriſt, who hath left power to 
<« his church to abſolve all ſiners, who 
truly repent and believe in him, of his 
great mercy forgive thee thine offen- 
« ces; and by his authority commited to 
«me, I abſolve thee from all thy fins, in 
“the name of the Father, Son, and of the 
« Holy Ghoſt. . | 


2, I proceed now to ſhew, that theſe 
doctrines of penance. and . pilgrimages 
are not built 5 any firm and ſolid foun- 
dation; tho they are admirably fited to 
promote the corrupt views of the chureh 
of Nome. b 


The main foundation,; upon which 
the doctrine of penance is built, is the 
ſüppos d authority, which Chriſt is ima - 
gin d to inveſt the prieſts with in theſe 
texts: * And when he had ſaid this, he. 
breathed on them, and ſaith unto them: 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoft, Whoſe ſoever fins 


* John XX. 22. 


ye 
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ye remit, they are remited ts them; and 
whoſe ſoever ys ye retain, they are retain d: 
f Verily T ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall 

ind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; and 
_ whatſoever ye ſhall logſe on earth, ſhall be 
hhoſed in heaven : I ſhall endeavour there- 
fore, with the utmoſt care I can, to give 
you the true meaning of theſe paſſages. 


As to the firſt, it will be neceſſary to in- 
quire, who the perſons are, to whom the 
text refers. They are call'd the diſciples, 
ho in the evening were aſſembled for fear 
of the Fews, If by the term diſciples we 
are to take in the hundred and twenty, + 
chis interpretation will riot favour the po- 
piſh doctrine ; which reſttains the power 
of retaining or remiting fins to the prieſts 
only; and denounces an anathema againſt 
ſuch, who ailert, that abſolution is not 
a judicial, but a miniſterial act, to declare 
the remiſſion of ſins to the believing peni- 
tent. But the words plainly refer to the 
| apoſtles, "of whom alone it can be ſaid 
with propriety, as my father ſent me, 
even ſo ſend 1 you, ot will fend you in a 
little time, when the ſpirit ſhall be poured 
out. As a token of which he || breathed 
upon them, and ſaith unto them : Receive 


+ Mat. XVIII. 18. Job. XX. 19. fAdts I, 15. NN. 
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ye the Holy Ghoſt, In the 24th verſe it is 
ſaid, that Thomas, one of the twelve call'd 
Didymus, was not with them, when Teſus 
came : and it follows, the other diſciples 
therefore, that is, the reſt of the apoſtles, 
told him, that they had ſeen the Lord. It 
appears then evident, that the privilege 
of remiting or retaining fins, mentioned in 
this text, relates to the apoſtles only ; who 
were to be ſent out by Chriſt himſelf, af- 
ter they were furniſhed with the extraor- 
dinary gifts of the Spirit for that purpoſe, 
to preach every where the doctrine of re- 
-pentance and remiſſion of fins; and to 
whom was communicated the power of 
 infliting, or removing diſeaſes, And 1 
know not how any biſhop or prieſt can 
lay claim to an authoritative power of re- 
miting or retaining ſins from this text, un- 
leſs he can prove his ſucceſſion to the a- 
oftolic character. Permit me then to 
aki the ſcripture-charaQters of an apo- 
ſtle, whereby it will clearly appear, that 
the pretenſion, to be a proper ſucceſſor to 
an apoſtle, is as groundleſs, as it is arrogant. 


„Am I not an apofile? have I not ſeen 
Telus Chriſt our Lord? The apoſtles being 
choſen to be witneſſes of the reſurrection, 


1 Cor, IX. 1. 
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it was requiſite that St. Paul, being call'd 


to that office, ſhould alſo ſee him riſen. 
Hence Anamas ſpeaks thus to him: + 


The God of our fathers hath choſen thee, that 


thou ſhouldeſt ſee the {uſt one, and ſhoulde/t 


hear the words of his mouth; for thou ſhalt 
be his witneſs to all men, of what thou 


haſt ſeen and heard, Accordingly we find 
that Chriſt was ſeen of him: || And laſt 


of all he was ſeen of me alſo, as of one born 
out of due time. This St. Paul ſais, as 


not having ſeen Chriſt, of whom he was 


to teſtify, till after his converſion, and 
our Lords aſcention; as the reſt of the a- 


poſtles had. £ And ye alſo ſhall bear 


witneſs, becauſe ye have been with me 
from the begining. On this account when 
the vacant apoſtleſhip of Fudas was to be 
filled up, care was taken that it ſhould 
be by one, who had accompanied with 


the diſciples all the time that the Lord 
Jeſus went in and out among them, be- 
gining from the baptiſm of Jobn unto 
that ſame day, that he was taken up from 


them; becauſe he was, by being choſen to 


be an apoſtle, ordain'd to be a witneſs of 
Chriſt's reſurrection. 


Another character of an apoſtle was, 


+ Ads XXII. 14. | 1 Cor. Xv. 8. f John XV. 27. 
? MN that 
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chat from the abundance of extraordinar 
gifts imparted: to him by the effuſion of the 
Spirit, he was impower'd for the confirm. 
ing and ſpreading the Goſpel to communi- 
cate ſome degrees of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit to others by impoſition of hands, 
Nou when the apoſtles, which were at Feru- 
 falem, heard that Samaria had received the 
word of God, they ſent unto them Peter and 
FJobn, tao apoſtles; who when they were come 
down, > ffs ayed for them, that they might re- 
cerve the Holy 2 (For as yet he was fal- 
len upon none of them: only they were * 
prized in the * 75 the 254 Jeſus) Th 

they laid their hands on them, and they re re- 
cet Del the Holy Ghoſt. And when Simon 
Jaw, that thriceh laying on of the apoſtles 
hands the Holy Gho/ was given, he offered 
them money. 


It was peculiar t. to an apoſtle to inflict 
upon remarkable offenders, in the firſt ſet- 
tlement of the kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
ſuch extraordinary corporal puniſhments, as 
might be a terror to others, by the dire- 
ction and influence of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Inſtances of this we have in the death 
inflicted by St. Peter on Ananias and Sa- 
phira: + in the- blindneſs inflicted by St. 


# As VIII. 14-17. + Aas V. 10. 
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Paul on Elymas, || and his delivery of 
Hymeneus and Alexander unto Satan, that 
they might learn not to blaſpheme.*® _ 


Io the apoſtles was given by the Spi- 
rit the word of I w:/dom; by which 
term in many places the whole ſcheme of 
the Chriſtian doctrine is expreſs d. And 
therefore to them only, as deſign d to be 
„che foundation, on which the Chriſtian 
faith, worſhip, and practice ſhould be 
built, by the illumination of the Spirit, 
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was imparted a full and comprehenſive 
: view of the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
: They by revelation. opened, wherein the 
pardon of fin conſiſted, namely in remov- 
| ing the puniſhment, that was the reveal'd 
/ ſanction of infringing the divine law, 


which was death, by a reſurrection to e- 
ternal life; ſet in a clear and full light the 
. tetms, upon which this bleſſing would be 
8 confer d, either by innocence, or ſince that 
dos not appear to be attainable by us in 
5 this corrupt and deprav'd ſtate, ſincere 
and ſteddy (tho' not perfect and faultleſs) 
| obedience; and at the fame time aſured 
us, that if theſe conditions were not come 
plyed with, a ſecond death would be in- 


Acts XIII. 11. 1 Tim. I. 20. See 1 Cor. V. 5. 
4 1 Cor. XII. 8, 28. | 
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 flicted, and that Chriſt, who is appointed 


by the Fatheg to be the judge of all, will ra- 
tify the doctrine of the apoſtles communi- 
cated to them by revelation, in diſpenſing 
rewards and puniſhments agreably to ir. 


To bring this part of the argument to 
a point: Since the text under examina» 
tion plainly refers to the apoſtles; and the 
characters laid down in the ſcripture of an 
apoſtle are ſuch, that neither the biſhop 
of Rome, nor any other, can juſtly pre- 
tend to; it follows, that a grant made to 
the apoſtles cannot fairly and reaſonably be 


claim d by any biſhop, or prieſt whatſoever ; 


and that this text muſt be given up, as in- 
ſufficient, to ſupport what is built upon 
it, vir. the authorative power of a prieſt, 
as judge on a tribunal, to abſolve. 


But it may be there is greater force 


in the other text, which is brought to 


ſupport the popiſh doctrine of penance 
1 Nrih F [ay = you, whatſoever ye ſhall * 
bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven, and 
whatſoever ye ſhall logſe on earth, ſhall be 
d in heaven. Let us therefore careful- 
ly conſider it. And in order to this, give 
me leave to ſet before you a brief para- 


# Mat. XVIII. 18. 


phraſe 


e 
phraſe of the preceding part of the cha- 
pter. The diſciples at this time forming 
expectations of Chriſt's erecting a glorious 
kingdom upon earth, began to conteſt 
who ſhould be greateſt in that kingdom; 
till at laſt Jeſus taking notice of the diſ- 

pute, ſet a little child before them and faid: 
There is a wide defference between the 
kingdom of God, and the kingdoms of 
this preſent world; men ſhall nor there 
be exalted, as they are here, by ftriving 
for ſuperiority ; but they ſhall be eſteem d 
only by their humility and freedom from 
ambitious regards to the things of the 
world, ſuch as are the qualities of this 
little child. Whoſoever therefore ſhall 
come neareſt to the unaffected hnmility 
of this little child, ſhall be greateſt in the 
kingdom of heaven; and he that without 
reſpect to temporal conſiderations ſhall re- 
ceive and incourage ſuch an humble per- 
ſon ſhall be rewarded, as if he had enter- 
tain'd me. On the conttary, he that ſhall 
deſpiſe, in jure, or 6ffend any of theſe hum- 
ble perſons, who believe in me; better 
were it for him, that he had quickly pe- 
riſhed by ſome violent death. Such iu- 
deed is the ſtate of things, and the wick- 
edneſs of men, that offences will happen, 
and the providence of God for wiſe rea- 
ſons may permit them. But wo be to 
that 
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that man, by whoſe fault they ſhall come 


to paſs, It may perhaps be a difficult 


precept to men of ſome diſpoſitions to 


avoid them: but if any thing as dear to 


them as a right hand or right eye be the 
occaſion of injuring one of theſe little 
ones, it is much better to part with it, 
whatever difficulty may attend doing fo, 
than incur the eternal diſpleaſure of God. 
Take heed that ye deſpil: not one of the 
meaneſt of my diſciples, for whom God 
has ſo great a concern, as to ſend his an- 
gels from his own immediate preſence to 
miniſter unto him: nay for whoſe ſalva- 
tion God has thought fit to have ſent his 
ſon into the world, and whoſe recovery 
is pleaſing to the father ; as a ſhepherd 
has ſenſible joy, when he finds one of his 
ſheep, which had gone aſtray. If there- 
ſore thy brother ſin, or commit a treſpaſs 
againſt thee; uſe all prudent means to re- 
cover him. Firſt, tell him privately of 
his fault, between thee and him alone ; 
and if he thereby be perſuaded to amend, 
thou haſt gain'd thy purpoſe, and ſaved 
thy brother. But if he reject thy pri- 
vate admonition, then take with thee two 
or three other perſons; that by the autho- 
rity of theſe witneſſes he may be con- 


vinced, and prevail'd with to repent. But 


if this method alſo prove ineffectual to 
7 ; reform 


> 
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reform him, then tell thy caſe to the: 
church; and if he ſtill be fo obſtinate, as 
not to be influenced by public reproof, 
you have done your duty, and you may 
have no more to dobwith him in a wav 
of friendſhip and familiarity. Verily I 
ſay unto you, * whatſoever injury or 
treſpaſs , taking theſe prudent methods 


| which I-have laid down, ye ſhall bind on 


your offer.ding and incorrigible brother on 
earth, ſhall be bound in heaven ; and 
whatſoever treſpaſs ye ſhall looſe on 
earth, by reducing the offender to repen- 
tance, ini the uſe of the rules I have be- 
fore preſcribed, and entitling him, a- 
greably to my doctrine, to your forgiv- 
heſs , ' ſhall be looſed in heaven. Up- 
on this Peter ask'd, how oft his bro- 
ther might fin againſt him, and he be 
obliged upon his repenting to forgive 
him. Now- upon this interpretation, which 
appears agreable to the whole of Chriſt's 
diſcourſe here, what foundation is there 
for the authority of the prieſt alcne to 
forgive; eſpecially when there is not the 
leaſt mention made of the prieſt in the 
whole paragraph? 


Having thus overturnid the foundation, 


d Vid. Gret, in he. 
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ppon which from ſcripture they build the 
doctrines of penance and injoin'd pilgri- 
mages, the ſuperſtructures, as, that pe- 
nance is a ſacrament; and the exorbitant 
powers, which are ſuppoſed to be given to 


the prieſts; muſt of courſe fall, in the 


opinion of proteſtants, whoſe religion iz 
ſcripture alohe, But when the writers of 
the church of Rome from the pureſ 
antiquity ſhall produce teſtimonies to 
proye the doctrine of penance, as it is 
repreſented i in the council of Trent, to be 
moſt antient, it will be no difficult task to 


make a reply. The argument which a 
late writer uſes, taken from the prieſts 


pronouncing under the law the leprous 
perſon clean, is rather an illuſtration than 


Pl proof, However ſince it is borrowed 
from the law of Maſes, which we gentile 


Chriſtians were never under, and which 


is now abrogated, it can never be regarded 
as concluſive. And whereas the ſame 
uthor ſais, that their doctrine i is allowed 
y the church of Eugland, I leave them 
to anſwer, who are more Roafly « COnCer- 
ned | in it, than 1 am. fs fy 


By whe has "Ea; offer d, I think it 


vinly appears, that the popiſh doctrines 
f penance and enjoin'd pilgrimages are 


F244 built upon any firm and | ſolid foun- 
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dation; however they are admifably fit 
ed to promote corrupt views. What can 
more gratify the ambition bf a prieſt, than 
to make his authoritative ſentence neceſſa- 
ry to the forgiving mortal fins. The words 
which I refer to are theſe: And tho 


 contrition be ſometimes join d with cha- 


* rity, and reconcileth a man to God be: 
e fore the receiving of the ſacrament; yet 
« this virtue cannot be aſcribed to it; 
% without purpoſe to receive the ſa- 
« crament of penance.” What could 
create a greater dependance of the pcople 
upon the pope, or biſhop of a dioceſs; 
which ſuits exactly with ambitious aims; 


than that they ſhould reſerve to them- 


ſelves ſome more grievous faults, and that 
this reſervation ſhould be of force before 
God? And fince corrupt men, finding they 


want a ſettled habit of religious virtue, 


are deſirous of ſomething in the lieu of it, 
upon which they may form the hope o 

future happineſs; what more readily oc- 
curs to ſuch, than extraordinary appear- 
ances of devotion, ſeyere ſcourgings, and 
pilgrimages to the ſhrine of ſome ſain; 
and private faſtings; which becauſe not 
commanded, they apprehend will be ſoon- 
er accepted, as equivalents of teal anb ex- 


Vid. Cone, Trid. ibid... © 4 5 4 
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tenſive virtue, which they ſee will p 
them to more difficulty to attain. Bur 
how deluſive are ſuch ſentiments! It is the 
excellency of the Chriſtian doctrine, that 
the inſtitutions, which are enjoin'd in it, 
are few and ſimple; that they who profeſs 
it might with greater clearnefs ſee, that 
the laſt deſign of it is to bring us to ſin- 
cere piety and real virtue. And can any 
imagine, that introducing ſuch unſcriptu- 
ral practices, as bad men may and do take 
as ſubſtitutes, and which are contrary to the 

wiſe and excellent fimplicity of the Chri- 
ſtian religion, can be pleaſing and grateful 
to the author of it? Can we ſuppoſe, that 
a being of unlimited goodneſs can be 
pleas'd with the ſevere pains, that any of 
bis rea ſonable creatures voluntarily inflict 
upon themſelves, for their own ſake? and 
if not, why are they undergone? The rea- 
ſen is plain: becauſe the enduring them 
ſor a little time is much more eaſy, than 
a conſtant regulation of our appetites and 
paſſions, a ſteddy practice of piety, and 
univerſal righteouſneſs and beneficence; 
and yet theſe are neceſſary to make us like 
to God, who is invariably holy; to render 
us ſubjects capable of furure happineſs, and 
to atiemper us to heaven, which is to be 
"Conſidered by us as a ſtate, as well as a 
phace. Eo dangerous chen mult it gow 


* 
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lead ſiners into a falſe and groundleſe tx 
te of the favor of God and etetnal 
ife upon expreſſions of grief, ariſing from 
ſhame and fear of hell, in the lateſt mo- 
ments of life; when through long and in- 
veterate habits of wce they are unquali- 


- fied for the reception. of thoſe bleffings. 


IV. Let us therefore be prevail d upon 
by this diſcourſe, faithfully to endeavour 
by frequent and fixed meditation upon 


the ſpiritual nature of Chriſt's kingdom, 
and the celeſtial joys it ſets before us, to 


gain an aſcendant over the world, and 
be ſuperior to intereſted and ambitious 
views. Let us take care that we do not 
raiſe poſitive duties above moral, which 
are of eternal and immutable obligation, 
and the end of true religion. And yet 
let us be careful to obſerve, whatever bears 
the ſtamp of divine authority. Let us 


not inſolently make a religion for God, 


but receive it as he has delivered it to us 
by reaſon and revelation; nor tamely take 
one from uninſpired and fallible men. 
Whenever we are inquiring into the cha- 
racter of a true Chriſtian, let us take the 
deſeriptions which are laid down by 


Chriſt and his apoſtles, ſuch as: * The . 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, lang- 


2,2 AMV. 24. faffering. 
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fernt, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faitbſ6x Ape 


lich] meekneſs, temperance; and 

Whenever any doctrine is propos d to us; 
let us diligently confider it's tendency to 
promote true piety, humility, and virtue, 
or the contrary; and remember that pure 
Chriſtianity forbids all pretention to do- 
minion over the faith of others, and is a 


Aoctrine according to godlineſs. Let us 


never deſire tò be entertain'd rather with 


ſmooth, than right things; and eſpecially 


let us carefully guard againſt every cri- 
minal biaſs; that when a ſubtle prieſt 
comes, he thay find nothing in us. 


1 ſhall contlude this diſcourſe with 


two paſſages of ſcripture, the one taken 


out of the Old, the other from the New 
Teſtament. The firſt is: Thus ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts, the God of Tjrael, amend your 
ways, and your doings, and I will cauſe you 
to dwell in this place. Truſt ye not in ging 
words, ſaying , The temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord, the temple of the 
Lord are theſe. For if ye throughly amend 


Your Ways, and your doings; i, you throughly 


exerute judgem ent between a man and his 
neighbour; if ye+ oppreſs not the ſtrunger, the 
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nacent blood in this place, neither walk after. 
other Gods, to your hurt: then will I cakiſe 
jou to dwell in this pla. Behold, ye. truft 
in lying words, that cannot eprofit, Will ye 
ſteal, murder, and commit adultery, and 


ſwear falſiy, and burn incenſe unto Ba 


- 


and walk after other Gods, whom ye know 


not, and come and fland before me in this 
houſe, which is call d by my name, and ſay, 
We are delivered to do all theſe abominations, 
The ſecond is : * And befides this, giving all 
diligence, add to your faith, virtue; and to 
virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, tem- 
ßperance; and to temperance, patience; and 
70 patience, godlineſs; and to godlineſs, bro- 
therly kindneſs; and to brotherly kindneſs,” 
charity. If ye do theſe things, ye ſhall never 
Fall. Fir % an entrance ſhall be miniſtred 
unto you abundantly, into the everlaſtin 

kingdom of our Lord and Saviour eſta 


2 Pet. I. 5,6. G.. 


FINIS. 


BOOKS Printed for Thomas Cox, of 
the Lamb under the Royal-Exchange, 


x i Effay towards explaining the Hiſtory and Revela- 
| tions of "Scripture in their ſeveral Periods, Ta 
which is added a DifſertatioiÞn the Fall of Man. By Je. 

remiab Haut, D. D. 6 3 4x 


The Tryal and Sufferings of Mr. Jaae Martin, who 
was put into the [ngaifiticn in Spain, for the fake of the 
Proteſtant Religion. Written by himfelf, and dedicated to 
his moſt ſacred Majeſty King George I. by whoſe gracious 
Interpoſition he was releaſed. The cond Edition, price 
25 To which isprefixed, a Copy of a. Certificate ſigned 
by the then Archbiſhops, and thirteen Biſhops relating to 


his Sufferings. 


. Cant. Fo. Wigorn. F. Aladb. f 
W. Ebor. C. Norwich, ng - ru . 
oh. London. V. Sarum. Hu, Briſtol, © 
Se Wincbeh, The. Ciceftrenſis, Benj. Bangor. 
. EV. Fr. Roffen. © Jab. Peterbor. 


A Practical Diſcourſe. of God's Sovereignty, with other 
material points derived from thence, iz. Of the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God; of Election; of Redemption; of Effectual 
Calling; of Perſeverance. By Eliſba Coles. The eighth 
Edition. Fphefians 1. 11. Who worketh all Things after 
the Council of his own Will. Geneſis xviii. 25. Shall mt 
the Fudge of all the Earth do right? Price 25. 6 d. 


A Diſcourſe concerning the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, 
In three Parts. Wherein, = 

I. The Conſequences of the Doctrine are ſtated hypothe- 
tically. 
11. The Nature and Obligation of Moral Evidence are 
explain'd at large. . | 

III. The Proofs of the Fact of our Saviour's Reſurrer 
tion are propos'd, examined, and fairly demonſtrated to 
be concluſive. Together with an Appendix concerning 
the impoſſible Production of Thought from Matter and 
Motion: The Nature of Human Souls, and of Brutes: 
The Axima Mundi, and the Hypotheſis of the TOILAN, 
as alſo, concerning Divine Providence, the Original of 
Evil, and the Univerſe in general. Haw 1's Küps. 5 
Tos, Luke xxiv. 34. By Humphrey Ditto. late Maſter of 
the New Mathematical School in Chrif's- Hoſpital, The 


third Edition, price 5 5. 


